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Lewiston i s  wrong p - 3 
.r, 

The legacy of federal mismanage- 
ment and deviousness regarding the 
Lake Ontario ordnance works contin- 
ues. 

This Lewiston site, originally 7,500 
acres of prime farm land, was appro- 
priated in 1942 by the federal govern- 
ment to build a facility to produce 
TNT needed in the war effort. In real- 
ity, i t  became a dumping ground for 
incendiary and napalm bornbs, TNT, 
phosgene, pyrophoric materials, liquid 
cyanide, radioactive materials and pure 
radium. 'The contamination of this site 
became the justification to issue per- 
mits to landfills and hazardous-waste 
facilities there. 

The Federal Department of Energy, 
responsible for the site, claimed that it 
was carefully contained and nothirig 
was leaving it. Further cornmuriity 
pressure forced testing, proving that 
radioactive and hazardous materials 

"The Energy Department is . . . 
proposing that the landfill be 
capped and remain forever." 

State Department of Health branded 
the site a "substantial health threat." 

Cleanup began in 1981. ' f i e  com- 
munity asked that the materials be 
stored iri sealed containers above 
ground, pending burial in an appropri- 
ate site. The Energy Department de- 
termined that the materials would be 
placed in an on-site laridfill, admitting 
that it was inappropriate but placating 
us with "interim storage, good for 10 
years." 

Now, seven years into this 10-year 
period, the Energy Department is re- 
neging on its promise, proposing that 
the landfill be canned and remain for- 

were leaving the site through the ever. The ~nvirb;lmental  Protection 
ground, creeks, ditches and air. 'Ille Agency argues that this is inappropri- 

ate, suitable for mill tailings but not 
for materials whose activity is 100 to '- 
100,000 times higher. They say the nxq- 
terials should be placed in a geologic: 
repository. . ., 

In 1986 the New York State com- ' 

missioner of health wrote to the secre- 
tary of energy, "Deep geologic repush: 
tory will prove to be far less hazardous ' 

to public health than would surface 
burial of Lewiston, a locatiort whk'te 
periodic flooding would threaten reri-'4 
011s levels of contamination of Lake, 
Ontario, the source of drinking water,- 
for several million people in the Unit3 
ed States and Canada." 

Now the Department of Energy. +;. 
spite strong opposition from o t l ~ r  A 

agencies and the community, seems 
determined to take the easy way out 
and contaminate our land, water and ,  
air forever. 

JOAN E. GIPP 
Lewisloil " 
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